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A  N 

INTRODUCTION 

AND 

advice  to  the  ladies, 

POINTING  OUT 

T’he  dangers  attending  backening  their 
milk  the  jirjl  four  or  five  Weeks  after 

Delivery . 

To  the  P  U  B  L  I  C. 

i 

T  HAVE  very  long  been  convinced  of 
the  many  dangerous  Confequences 
which  attend  the  depraved  Cuftom  of  em¬ 
ploying  Men-midwives  urmecefTarily— 

and  have  been  for  fome  Years  intending 

*  r 

from  Month  to  Month  to  write  my  Ideas 
on  that  Subjed,  in  order  to  combat  the 
very  definitive  Pradice,  and  endeavour 
to  awaken  the  flumbering  good  Senfe  of  the 
Nation.  But  when  I  refleted  on  the  great 
Difficulty  of  conquering  Prejudice-— con- 

a  fidered 
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fidered  how  generally  the  Opinion  had  been 
adopted  that  “  Men  were  the  mold  pro- 
cc  per  Attendants  on  the  Labours  of  Wo- 
c‘  men/*  I  confefs  the  Talk  appeared  too 
arduous — and  I  was  difeouraged. 

I  knew,  that  no  Arguments,  even  if  an 
Angel  was  to  defeend  from  Heave n  to  utter 
them ,  could  perfuade  the  Ladies  to  be fatis - 
fed  with  Midwives  of  their  own  Sex, 
after  the  fine  Polifh  had  been  once 
RUB’D  OFF  which  mo  defy  ought 
to  have  work'd  up  to  fuch  a  bright  Pitch  of 
high  finifiod  Excellence,  as  not  to  have  been 
capable  of  admitting  the  impure  ftain 
within  the  glolTy  fmoothnefs  of  its  beau¬ 
tiful  enamel !— 1  knew,  that,  affifted  by 
the  greateft  Part  of  theFaculty  (whofe in¬ 
terest,  as  well  as  pleasure  would  be 
at  stake)  they  would  leave  no  means  un¬ 
tried — they  would  call  in  every  fallacious 
art  to  their  aid,  to  continue  the  decep¬ 
tion,  by  ridiculing  Arguments  which  they 
could  not  confute — and  that  ^married La¬ 
dies,  through  an  Opinion  of  the  V irtue  of 
their  Friends,  and  fwayed,  and  kept  in 
Countenance ,  by  the  prevalent  Cultom  of 

the 
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the  Times,  would  naturally  fall  into  the 
Stream ,  and  not  be  undeceived  until  too 
far  burned  by  the  Current  to  be  afterwards 
able  to  recede.— On  the  other  Hand,  I 
likewife  knew  that  our  young  Men  of  Fa - 
Jhion  had  long  ago  refolved  to  bid  Adieu  to 
thinking.  Leaving  that  trcublefome  Em¬ 
ployment  to  others,  they  were  intent  on 
purfuing  the  far  nobler  Gratifications  of 
Senfe — endeavouring  to  bury  in  a  round 
of  trifling  Diffipations,  every  Sentiment 
meriting  the  Attention  of  reafonable  Beings 
that  an  Attempt  to  work  on  fuch  Minds 
would  be  Abfurdity  in  the  extreme,— for, 
that,  even  ij  they  were  convinced  of  the  two 
uncontrovertable  Truths  I  wifh  to  efta- 
blifh,  by  being  iatisfied  that  IVlen  were 
not  fo  fafe  as  Women,  and  that  Men-mid- 
wives  polluted  the  Minds  of  their  Wives, 
and  rendered  them  eafy  Preys  to  Sedudlion, 
yet  thefe  Sentiments  would  have  had  no 
Weight  with  them,  becaufe  they  married 
without  Love,  Religion,  Principle—  the 
only  Ingredients  capable  of  forming  natio¬ 
nal  Happinefs.  Impure  in  their  Souls,  de¬ 
bauch' d\n  their  Ferfons,  Lihertiniim  open- 

a  2  ed 
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cd  the  only  Avenue  which  could  prefent 
them  withaProfpeft  of  Enjoyments  adapt¬ 
ed  to  their  Senfations —their  Joys  were 
independent  of  their  Wive’s  Society-- 
their  Healths  confequently  were  only  po- 
//V^wifh’dfor— -and  they  would  of  courfe 
readily  rijk  their  Wive’s  Purity  being  con¬ 
taminated,  rather  than  be  difappoi?ited  in 
the  Pleafureof  feducing  the  Wives  of  their 
acquaintance ,  through  the  preparatory  Af* 
fiftance  of  the  Af^-midwives.  The  Hap- 
pinefs  of  our  gay  young  Men  not  being 
centered  within  the  narrow  Circle  of 
Home,  the  Virtue  of  their  Wives  is  not 
in  the  lead  eflential,  has  no  Weight,  when 
ballanced  with  the  Advantages  they  derive 
from  the  toq  general  Proftitution  of  the 
Sex.  They  extraEl  Balm  from  the  Vices  of 
other  Women,  which  has  fovereign  Efficacy 
in  healing  any  Wounds — alleviating  any 
fmarts,  which  they  may  receive,  or  feel, 
from  the  infidelity  of  their  own  Wives— 
whom  they  never  treated  as  their  rational 
Companions ,  whofe  Affe&ions  they  were 
defirous  of  fixing  irremoveably,— - but  as 
mce/ary  Beings  to  do  the  Honours  of 

their 
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their  Tables — furnifti  Heirs— and  fave 
their  Eftates  from  being  encumbered  with 
the  Payment  of  the  Fortunes  of  their 
younger  Brothers  and  Sifters.  The  only 
View  on  one  fide,  is  Money— on  the  other, 
Quality — each  having  attain’d  the  only  Ob¬ 
ject  tbeyaim  dat  in  Marriage,— zz.ch.  With¬ 
out  any  fundamental  Principle  of  Good- 
nefs,  to  reftrain  their  Purfuits  within  the 
Bounds  of  Virtue,  they  throw  off  the 
Malk  of  Decency— and  riot  in  Vice  !— 
Our  young  Men  think  the  Scriptures  fit 
only  to  impofe  on  Weaknefs.  The  In¬ 
junctions  of  the  Gofpel  interfere  with  their 
Enjoyments— and  having  never  believed 
it’s  facredTruths — or  endeavoured  to  fol¬ 
low  it’s  amiable  Precepts,  they  never  ex¬ 
perienced  the  ferene  Tranquillity  arifing 

from  the  delightful  Pofleflion  of  an  ap¬ 
proving  Confidence.  At  the  beft,  for¬ 
getful  even  of  the  Exiftence  of  a  God — 
and  laughing  at  the  idle  fuppofition  of  a 
future  ftate,  they  give  the  Reins  without 
Controul  to  all  their  Appetites  and  Paf- 

fions— check’d  by  nothing  but  what  they 

term 
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term  honour.  But  their  Honour  is  com- 
prifed,  in  punijhing  the  Man  with  mur¬ 
der  who  dares  to  doubt  their  veracity,  or 
fail  in  Refpect  to  their  Dignity — and  in 
paying  their  Debts  to  sharpers,  inflead 
of  rewarding  the  Induftry  of  their  Tradef- 
men,  by  giving  them — their  own  Pro¬ 
perty.  Their  Honour  does  not  reftrain 
them  from  defiling  the  Beds  of  their 
Friends —  breaking  Promifes  to  worthy 
Dependants— or  betraying  thelnterefts  and 
Honour  of  their  Country  for  bafe  Wages  of 
Iniquity,  though  committed  with  Confi¬ 
dence  to  their  Charge,  yet  facrifced  with¬ 
out  Remorfe,  for  their  private  Emolu¬ 
ment.  Their  Honour  enforces  no  fingle 

Virtue  !—. aw  ay  with  such  honour  ! 

/ 

I  next  confider’d  the  number  of  well- 
difpofed  .Men,  who  through  Prejudice  might 
neglecl ;  or  through  Indolence,  or  Weak- 
nefs  of  Underftanding,  be  blind  to  the 
Force  of  my  Arguments,  and  of  courfe 
remain  unconvinced  by  them— and  thefe 
Obftacles,  united,  appeared  too  formida¬ 
ble  to  be  furmounted  by  any  weak  Effort 

' I  could 
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I  could  make  through  the  Channel  <?f a  News 
Paper.  At  laft  however  I  took  Courage 
and  fubmitted  my  Sentiments  to  the  Con- 
fideration  o£  the  Public,  in  the  Gazetteer 
of  the  28th  of  March. 

f ;  .  % 

I  had  not,  at  that  time,  any  Intention 
of  writing  another  Letter  j — but  deriving 
Hopes  from  the  favourable  Impreflion  my 
firft  feenf  d  to  have  made  on  the  Minds  of 

to  , 

the  Confiderate — and  having  heard  weight 
laid  on  the  Mens  Knowledge  of  Anatomy  as 
a  Reafon  why  they  fhould  be  fafer  than 
Women,  I  wrote  the  fecond  Letter  to  re¬ 
move  that  fpe clous ,  but  7nijlaken  Idea — and 
having  known  fome,  and  heard  of  many 
other  young  Men  Midwives,  who  really 
are  ignorant  of  that  Knowledge  of  Anatomy 
which  is  their  only  Recommendation  to  in¬ 
fatuated  Hujbands — and  a  Man  Mid¬ 
wife,  under  the  Signature  of  “  Old  Chi¬ 
ron,”  having  endeavoured  to  abnfe  the 
World  with  the  mo  ft  fcandalous  mifrepre- 
dentations,  and  grofs  Fallacies ,  my  laft 
Letter  appeared  to  expofe  the  Danger  of 
employing  raw  young  Men— or  believing 
fuch  interefed  Deceivers. 


I  am 
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I  am  quite  indifferent  about  the  Offence 
which  my  Letters  have  given  the  Ladies  of 
Fafhion,  and  their  darling  Dodtors — their 
«« fweet  Men  ”  They  are  confcious  my 
Letters  convey  only  a  very  faint  Sketch  of 
their  immodefl ,  obfeene  practices.  They  are 
too  bad  to  be  exactly  deferibed  without 
ufing  Language  very  unfit  for  the  Infpec- 
tion  of  virtuous  Women  ! — I  place  dread¬ 
ful  Rocks  in  their  View,  to  warn  them 
from  a  Courfe  on  which  their  Purity 
would  be  irretrievably  wreck’d  :  and  fine¬ 
ly  thofe  Parents  entertain  ft  range  Notions 
of  Virtue  y  who  carefully  keep  my  Letters 
out  of  the  way  of  their  Daughters,  through 
what  they  imagine  to  be  “  Delicacy!” — they 
would  rather,  in  fhort,  have  them  pol¬ 
luted  in  future— paft  redemption — than  in- 
ffrudted  by  myfriendly  Admonitions,  how 
to  avoid  the  Path  to  Vice  ! — the  modeft, 
amiable,  worthy,  fenftble  Part  of  the  Com¬ 
munity,  I  am  confident,  will  read  my 
Pamphlet  with  Candour — approve  of  the 
Sentiments  contain’d  in  it — and  recom¬ 
mend  it  to  the  Perufal  of  others.  I  fhall 


view 
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view  the  Cenfures,  and  Difpleafure  of  the 
vicious ,  and  the  dijjipated ,  as  the  higheft 
Eulogiums ; — as  Praife — which  will  con¬ 
vey  the  moft  genial  warmth  to  my  Heart — - 
and,  I  truft,  afford  me  a  pleating  Retro-  4 
ipedt  in  my  latejl  Hoars  !— 

My  Letters  having  fucceeded  beyond 
my  moft  fanguine  Expectation,  I  am  now 
encouraged  to  attack  another  prevailing 
Cuftom  among  the  Fair— that  of  not  giv¬ 
ing  fuck  to  their  Infants,  at  leaft  during 
the  firft  rive  or  fix  weeks, 

I  fhall  wave  confidering  the  Propriety  of 
a  Mother’s  giving  fuck  through  a  Senfe  of 
the  incumbent  Duty  the  owes  her  child.— 
Though  the  Cuftom  of  backening  the 
Milk  is  unnatural ,  dangerous,  and  too  of¬ 
ten  fatal,  I  fhall  lay  no  ftrefs  on  the  for¬ 
mer,  but  reft  it  entirely  on  the  latter— 
for  in  fuch  an  Age  as  the  prefent,  in  which 
our  fine  Ladies  have  few  Ideas  of  any  Re¬ 
ligion-— are  not  capable  of  receiving  Plea- 
fure  from  domejlick  Employments— -would 
infinitely  rather  converse  with  any  Men 
than  their  Hujbands— leave  their  Children 

b  to 
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to  be  inftrucled,  or  negleSled  by  Servants, 
and  fly  abroad,  with  eager  Impatience  to 
game  away  their  Hufbands  Fortunes,  and 
receive  the  criminal  AddrefTes  of  their  pro¬ 
fligate  Admirers,  at  the  Affembly,  the 
Mafquerade,  or  more  commodious  Apart - 
ments  of  the  Coterie— laughing  at  the  Cen- 
fures  of  the  few  who  have  ftill  fome 
Regard  to  Decorum— and  defpifing  the 
Belief  of  the  perpetual  Prefence  of  a 
Being  who  is  Witnefs  to  all  their  fecret 
vicious  Deformities — in  J'uch  times  it  would 
be  Folly  to  mention  the  Dangers  they  ex- 
pofe  their  Infants  to,  from  difeafed  Milk, 
want  of  a  tender  Mother’s  Care— or  dream 
of  afking  them  how  they  will  anfwer  to 
the  Almighty  for  not  having  afforded  them 
the  Nourifhment  He  kindly  provided  for 
their  Support?  — I  fhall  therefore  only 
flrew  the  Abfurdity  and  danger  of  this 
Cuftom,  as  far  as  it  regards  the  Health 
of  the  Mother . 

And  here  I  muff  endeavour  to  give  my 
Readers  fome  Idea  of  that  part  of  the  hu¬ 
man  Body  which  is  concern’d  in  the 

formation 
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formation,  and  abforbtion  of  the  Milk, 
in  order  for  their  underftanding  the 
Force  of  my  arguments. 

Our  Bodies  are  conflantly,  when  in 
Health,  receiving  Repairs  in  all  their 
Parts,  from  millions  of  the  fmalleft, 
moft  minute  Arteries.  Every  Solid,  and 
every  Juice,  is  form  d  out  of,  and  fe~ 
creted  from,  Blood.  Thofe  noxious 
Parts  of  the  Blood  which  are  not  proper 
for  thefe  different,  oppofue  Ufes,  are  thrown 
off  by  infenfible  Perfpiration.  When, 
through  various  Caufes,  that  Perfpiration 
is  obftrufted,  the  acrid  Matter  which 
ought  to  have  gone  off,  is  abforb  d  by  the 
lymphatick  Veffels,  and  returns  into  the 
Blood — brings  on  Fevers,  Gout,  Rheu- 
matifm,  &c.  &c. 

The  Lymphaticks,  are  numberlefs  Vel- 
fels,  which  pafs  through  fpungy  Glands. 
Thefe  fine  Tubes  have  a  vaft  number  of 
Valves,  which  prevent  the  Lymph,  (or 
Liquor)  which  runs  through  them  from 
going  a  contrary  Direction  from  that  in- 

b  2  tended 
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tended  for  if.  Thefe  fine  Veffels  are  dif- 
perfed  over  every  Part  of  our  Bodies.  The 
Point  of  a  needle  could  not  be  applied  to  a 
Spot,  under  the  Skin,  where  the  Mouth  of  a 
lymphatic  Veffel  did  not  open  to  imbibe 
whatever  is  put  in  contact  with  it.  Thefe 
minute  Branches  run  into  other  Branches, 
fo  form  larger  Veffels,  till  at  laft  they  all 
unite  in  a  general  Refervoir,  where  the 
Lymph  which  they  contained,  mixes  with 
the  Chyle,  (the  fine  Part  of  our  Food, 
which  is  fit  to  be  converted  into  Blood) 
conducted  there  by  the  Lacteals,  (the 
Lacteals  refemble  the  Lymphaticks — 
they  open  into  the  Stomach,  and  Bowels — 
they  imbibe  nothing  but  from  our  Food) 
the  Chyle,  and  Lymph,  thus  mix’d,  run 
up  within  the  trunk  of  a  large  Veffel  cal¬ 
led  the  thoracic  Du6t,  on  the  infide  of  the 
back  Bone,  which  is  inceffantly  emptying 
it’s  Liquor  into  a  Vein  under  the  left 
Collar  Bone,  where  it  mixes  with  the 
Blood,  is  immediately  convey’d  into  the 
vena  Cava,  which  conducts  it,  with  the 
returning  Blood  from  the  reft  of  the  Body, 
(Lungs  excepted)  into  the  right  Auricle 

of 
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of  the  Heart — it  thence  is  drove  by  the 
contraction  of  the  Auricle,  into  the  right 
Ventricle  of  the  Heart— -by  it’s  contrac¬ 
tion,  into  the  Pulmonary  Artery — from 
thence  through  the  whole  Lungs,  where 
the  Blood  receives  a  Change  from  being 
impregnated  with  fomething  received  from 
the  Air  every  Infpiration.  The  Blood 
thus  changed,  is  collected  from  the 
Lungs  into  the  Pulmonary  Veins,  and 
conducted  into  the  left  Auricle  of  the 
Heart;  which  drives  it  into  the  left  Ven¬ 
tricle;  which  forces  it  into  a  great  Artery, 
the  Aorta — which  rufh.es  it  over  every 
other  Part  of  the  Body. 

V  .  .  '  .  ‘  V**‘  '■  •  ■» 
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The  lymphatic  Veffels  prevent  our 
Blood  depending  folely  on  our  Food  for 
iupply ;  and  by  means  of  them  we  can 
fubfift  fome  time  merely  on  the  Produce 
of  our  own  Bodies.  All  thefe  lymphatic 
Veiiels  are  clofely  accompanied  by  Arteries 
— whofe  Pulfations  affift  the  motion  of  the 
Lymph  to  it’s  Refervoir  :---Confequently 
the  quicker  and  ftronger  they  beat,  the 
•  falter  the  Lymph  is  hurried  into  the 

Blood 
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Blood.  Hence  the  Reafon  why  Fevers 
occafion  fo  fpeedy  a  wafting  of  the  Flefn 

_ hence  Pledics  bring  on  Confumptions 

_ hence  People  in  Fevers  can  fubftft  long 

with  little  Food, — The  lymphaticks  then 
fupplying  the  Blood  too  abundantly  fiom 
our  own  Juices. 

The  Author  of  Nature  has  ordered  an 
extraordinary  Quantity  of  Blood  to  be  pre¬ 
pared  for  the  Child’s  Food.  Arteries  run 
into  the  Glands  of  the  Breads,  and  in 
palling  through  them,  the  Blood,  by  a 
moil  wonderful  Change,  is  converted  into 

jVlilk  ! - by  a  Change,  which  nothing 

but  Cufton  prevents  our  viewing  as  a 

Miracle ! 

'  The  admired  Toaft  of  the  Town  can¬ 
not  endure  the  Trouble  of  nurfing.  It 
would  confine  her  too  much  at  home 
it  has  too  vulgar  an  appearance — it  is  not 
warranted  by  the  Example  of  the  firft 
Circle-— the  Milk  muft  therefore  be  back- 

gfPcP _ It  is  denied  Liberty  to  difcharge 

itfelf  by  the  Out-lett  Providence  intended 
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for  //-—the  Child,  whofe  Conftitution  it 
ivas  calculated  for ,  is  not  fuffered  to  have 
it’s  Due.  What  becomes  of  the  Milk  ? 

It  is  abforb’d  by  .the  lymphatic  Veflels, 
contrary  to  the  original  Intention  of  Na¬ 
ture — and  convey’d  back  into  the  Blood, 
in  the  manner  I  have  before  defcribed. — 
What  is  the  Confequence  ? — The  blood 
Veflels  become  not  only  highly  over-charged 
with  Blood,  but  that  Blood  is  thus  ren¬ 
dered  of  an  improper  Confiftence.  A  Fever 
enfues ! — This  Fever  comes  on  when 
the  woman  is  ill  able  to  bear  it’s  Shock  ! 
—How  often  is  this  Fever  fatal! 

The  moft  fortunate  Circumftance  that 
can  happen,  is,  when  the  Milk  finds 
another  out-lett .  Probably  ctherwife 
there  may  be  a  formation  of  Matter 
fome where-— there  is  danger  that  Matter 
may  fly  to  fome  capital  Part. 

If  the  Woman  is  young,  healthy,  ftrong, 
it  is  moft  probable  the  Milk  will  not  be  ab- 

forb’d , 
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lorb’d  quick  enough.  The  Blood  will  fur- 
nijh  Milk  f after  than  the  lymphatick  Vef- 
fels  can  imbibe  it,  and  convey  it  back 
again.  The  Breads  are  painfully  diflended 
— they  inflame. 

When  loo  late— it  is  then  refolved  they 
(hall  be  fuck’d. 

During  the  time  of  Pregnancy  a  fmall 
quantity  of  Milk  is  lodged  in  the  Milk 
Veflels  of  the  Breads.  This  Milk,  when 
the  nine  Months  are  expired,  is  thick — 
cIop-s  the  Veflels.  If  the  Woman  never 

O 

gave  fuck,  the  Pores  through  which  the 
Milk  ought  to  iffue  to  the  Child,  are  not 
open  enough— -they  require  therefore  to 
be  clear'd ,  by  the  old  Milk  being  fuck’d 
off,  the  very  day  of  the  Delivery ,  and  to 
empty  the  Milk  Veffels  of  what  muft 
otherwife  clog  them.  Some  woman  ought 
to  fuck  this  off  therefore  as  foon  as  pof* 
fible .  If  the  Child  is  put  to  the  Bread:  in 
Twelve,  or  Sixteen  Hours  after  it’s  Birth, 
it  will  fuck  greedily— d\i  delay’d  three  or 

four 
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four  Days,  it  is  twenty  to  one  the  Child 
will  not  attempt  it  for  a  long  time. 

When  therefore  the  Necejjity  of  the 
Cafe  has  overcome  every  Refolution 
form’d  for  the  Woman’s  not  giving  fuck, 
and  her  Child  is  put  to  her  Breaft,  it  is 
in  vain  ! — the  Child  will  not  touch  the 
Breaft! — other  Children — or  women  at¬ 
tempt  to  eafe  the  poor  Woman  of  her 
Load  of  Milk- --this  Refource  likewife 
fails  !  the  thick  Milk  has  clog’d  the  Yef- 
fels— the  N-pp-es,  owing  to  the  hard 
Diftenfion  of  the  Breads,  ha^  (hrunk  into 
them— and,  befides,  their  Pores  have 
never  been  open’d— never  been  clear’d-— 
no  endeavours  avail!  the  diftrefs’d  Wo¬ 
man,  after  having  been  fadly  fatigued, 
exhaufted,  finds  herfelf  difappointed  of 
Relief! — dreadful  Symptoms  foon  ap¬ 
pear  !  fhe  too  probably  falls  a  facrifice  to  a 
ridiculous — fenfelefs — not  to  fay  a  finful 
deviation  from  the  Path  of  Nature  /— - 
how  many  fine  young  Women  have  lately 
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died— and  go  off  every  Year,  from  this 
Caufe ! 

But  “  particular  Women  have  not  Con- 
“  ftitutions  ftrong  enough  to  bear  giving 
fuck.  Certainly  there  are  fome  Women 
whom  it  might  hurt.”  Granted.  Let 
fuch  particular  Wr omen  give  fuck  only  for 
the  firft  four,  Jive,  or  jix  Weeks.  If  thofe 
Women  then  realy  find  themfelves  too  de¬ 
licate  for  the  longer  continuance  of  fuch  a 
Drain,  they  then  may  fafely  by  degrees 
leave  oft  giving  fuck. — tirey  have  dif¬ 
fidently  recover’d  Strength  to  venture 
throwing  the  Milk  gently  back  into  the 
Blood.  The  mod  delicately  form’d  Wo¬ 
man  exiding  fhould  not  dream  of  differing 
'a  Jingle  Drop  of  the  Milk  which  Nature 
intended  for  Evacuation,  to  return  into 
the  Blood,  untill  the  Conftitution  is  re- 
eftablifhed— -and  enabled  to  bear  dif- 
chardng  itfelf  of  the  Superfluities,  with- 
out  encountering  the  Dangers  which  dc- 
monfir  ably  attend  a  contrary  Fraclice.  If 
a  Woman  is  too  delicate  to  bear  continuing 
to  Jackie  her  Infant,  finely  die  is  too  deli¬ 
cate 
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tale  to  endure  the  flying  in  the  Face  of 
Nature,  and  rijking  the  Fever— -if  fhe  is 
healthy  and  ftrong,  the  kiore  incumbent 
her  duty  is,  to  nourifh  her  Child*— her 
danger  too  equal.  In  every  View,  the  fa- 
lutary  Confequences  attending  Mothers 
difcharging  their  Duty  to  their  Children 
In  this  point,  are  fo  obvious,  fo  glaring, 
that  to  me  it  is  matter  of  doubt  whether 
thofe  who  fail  in  it  are  moft  to  be  con¬ 
demn’d  and  defpifed  for  their  want  of  na¬ 
tural  Aff'eBion— or  pitied  and  ridiculed  for 
their  Folly 

Thefe  are  my  Ideas  on  this  intereft- 

ing  Subjeft.  Let  thofe  Women  who  oh- 

ftinately  perfevere  in  a  Refolution  to  deny 

their  Infants  their  natural  Food—(and  in 

whofe  Judgements  my  Arguments  have 

appear’d  deficient  in  Weight)  ftand  the 

Trial,  and  rifle  the  Confequence.  I  moft 

fincerely  hope  the  Succefs  may  anfwer 

their  Wifhes ! 

% 

I  now  refer  my  Readers  to  the  follow¬ 
ing  Letters.  I  can  afTert,  with  confeious 

c  z  Truth 
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truth  that  my 'Sentiments  on  the  preceed- 
i  ii g .  and  following  Subjects,  have  be^n  tne 
offspring  of  an  Heart  warm’d  by  a  Love 
for  my  fellow-Creatures— ever  molt  ar¬ 
dently  felicitous  for  their  Welfare  and 
Happinefs,  here  and  hereafter. 

I  cannot  exped  to  reclaim  any  Woman 
who  has  already  ufed  a  Man,  for  Reaions 
I  crave  at  the  beginning  of  this  Introduc¬ 
tion,  and  becaufe,  by  quitting  him,  fee 
would  tacitly  acknowledge  the  Truth  of 
my  Afiertions— and  becaufe  none  but 
thofe  poffefs’d  of  the  mod  exalted  Quali¬ 
ties  of  the  Head  and  Heart,  can  have 
<r reatnejs  enough  to  confefs  they  have  been 
in  an  Error  of  fucb  a  Nature. 

% 

I  am  not  without  hopes  however,  of 
openiTi r  the  Eyes  ox  ferijihle  IVIcn  and  un¬ 
married  Women,  who  are  at  prefent  mo- 
deft,  and  wifi  to  remain  Jo— and  preventing 
the  former  from  advifmg,  and  the  latter 
from  falling  into  the  fcandalous  Cuftom 
of  employing  Afew-Midwifes,  which  I 
know  to  be  erroneous  as  to  it's  pretended 

SAFETY 


f 


✓ 


[  21*  ,] 

safety— “Fatally  dangerous  to  the  VIR¬ 
TUE— and  certainly  dejirudiive  of  the 
modesty  ^  of  my  fair  Countrywomen. 
—They  may  believe  me  when  I  allure 
them  that  no  purity  can  with  ft  and  the 
rude  Shock  of  fnch  Intruiions — the  whited 
Ermine  is  moji  liable  to  have  it’s  Beauties 
fullied ! 

If  I  fhould  be  happy  enough  to  hear 
in  a  few  Years  that  I  have  given  the  lead: 
Check  to  this  moft  abandon’d  of  vicious 
Practices,  the  Confcioufnefs  of  having 
done  a  moft  iignal  Service  to  the  Com¬ 
munity,  will  implant  genuine  Pleafure-** 
fubftantia!  Satisfaction  in  the  Bread:  of 

the  Public’s 
moft  obedient 
humble  Servant, 

The  Author, 

*  I  make  a  great  Diftin&ion  between  Madefy , 
and  Virtue.  A  Woman  may  be  virtuous ,  without 
"being  Modeji — but  it  is  impojjibte  to  be  modeji ,  with¬ 
out  being  virtuous.  Modefty  is  the  guard  of  Virtue 
— but  it  is  pojfible  a  cold  Conftitution  may  preferve 
Virtue ,  even  after  every  Trace  of  Madefy  has  been 
obliterated. 
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Danger  and  Immodefty,  &c. 

LETTER  I. 

IN  times,  when  every  winter  brings 
fcenes  of  proftkution  from  the  privacy  of 
darknefs  into  the  public  light  of  day ; when 
our  ladies  of  quality,  and  women  of  fafhion,, 
inftead  of  being  as  remarkable  for  their 
virtue,  as  for  their  beauty,  openly  call: 
afide  every  fenfe  of  fhame,  and  barefacedly 
encourage  the  addrefl'es  of  men,  who* 
avowedly,  can  have  no  intention  but  to 
involve  them  in  guilt ;  it  is  the  duty  of 
every  honeft  man  to  endeavour  to  trace  the 
evil  to  its  fource ,  in  order  that,  by  point¬ 
ing  out  the  foul  fpring  which  corrupts  the 
Bream,  the  fountain  may  be  cleared ,  and 
the  contagion  which  rages  from  it,  lef- 
fened,  if  not  entirely  removed. 

Boarding  fchools  are,  beyond  doubt,  fe- 
I  minaries,  where  the  minds  of  girls  are 
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early  polluted.  Let  the  miftrefs  of  the 
fchool  be  ever  fo  virtuous ,  prudent,  and  atten¬ 
tive,  the  vicious  girls  (and  fome  fuch  there 
always  muft  be  among  a  number)  will  find 
fufficient  opportunities  to  taint  the  tender 
minds  of  unfufpe&ing  innocence.  No¬ 
thing:  can  be  more  deftruftive  than  bad  ex- 

o 

ample ;  and,  unfortunately,  the  human 
mind  is  too  ready  to  copy  thofe  which  are 
vicious — and  the  vicious  are  more  importu¬ 
nate  and  folicitous  to  corrupt ,  than  the  vir¬ 
tuous  are  to  gain  profelytes  to  goodncfs. 

Though  I  believe  the  firjl  feeds  of  vice 
are  imbibed  at  a  boarding  fchool,  yet 
I  by  no  means  look  on  that  education  as  the 
great  caufe  of  thefe  frequent  adulteries.  If 
principles  of  virtue  have  been  inculcated  in 
infancy,  they  may  yet,  with  proper  care, 
bud  out  afrefh  under  good  culture— and 
flourifh  under  the  influence  of  good  advice, 
when  thofe  noxious  weeds  are  choaked  up, 
which  were  planted  by  bad  examples,  but 
which  may  wither  on  the  caufe  being  re¬ 
moved. 


It 
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It  is  to  the  almojl  uni v  erf  a  l  cujlom  of  em¬ 
ploying  Men-midwives,  that  I  attribute 
the  frequent  adulteries  which  difgrace 
our  country . 

Ignorance  has  Ip  read  this  Jhamdefs  cuf- 
tom.  Ignorance  leads  people  to  fuppofe 
men  fafer  than  women— Ignorance  of  what 
the  Men- midwives  do,  leads  modeft  wo¬ 
men  at  firf  to  fubnit  to  employ  men ;  and 
it  is  ignorance  which  leads  hufbands  [who 
love  their  wives]  to  recommend,  nay  even 
fometimes  force  them  on  their  wives. 
They  know  not  what  ftripes  they  are 
preparing  for  themfelves  —  they  know 
not  that  they  are  removing  the  corner  ftone 
on  which  the  virtue  of  their  wives 
is  founded  —  and  all  this  on  a  mi) - 
taken  principle— the  idea  that  men  are 


The  Almighty,  through  kindnefs  to  his 
creatures,  has  fo  ordered  the  labours  of 
women,  that  even  the  honeft  part  of  the 

B  a  Men- 
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Men-midwife  tribe  cotlfefs,  that,  in  thirty 
years  practice,  a  perfon  might  probably 
never  meet  with  a  Jingle  cafe  where  a  good 
woman  might  not  have  done  the  bufinefs. 
This  confeffion  was  made  to  me  by  an  emi¬ 
nent  man-midwife,  after  a  practice  of 
thirty  -fix  years.  How  elfe  would  the 
world  have  been  peopled  ?  The  men  have 
but  lately  come  into  faftiion.  In  praife  of 
Scotland  and  Ireland  be  it  fpoken,  the  wo¬ 
men  of  thofe  countries  are  fill  too  modef  to 
employ  them .  What  is  the  confequence  ? 
Adulteries  happen  very  feldom  in  thofe  coun¬ 
tries  ;  and  every  farm-houfe  fwarms  with 
ftrong,  healthy,  well-limbed  children.  If 
Men-midwives  were  requifite  to  bring  chil¬ 
dren  into  the  world,  what  would  become 

of  the  wilds  of  America — the  plains  of 

* 

Africa  ?  Even  the  Hottentot  women  are  too 
modeft  to  employ  men — they  leave  that 
abandoned  cuftom  to  our  Engli/h  ladies — 
yet  they  are  fo  fruitful  they  furnifh  flaves 
to  the  globe.  '  It  is  a  notorious  faft,  that 
more  children  have  been  loft  lince  women 
were  fo  fcandaloufly  indecent  as  to  employ 

men, 
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men,  than  for  ages  before  that  practice  be¬ 
came  fo  general.  W omen  have  a  tender - 
nefs  of  feeling  for  their  own  fex  in  labour, 
which  it  is  impojjihle  men  can  ever  equal 
them  in.  Bv  having  felt  the  pains,  and 
the  anxieties  attending  child-birth,  they 
know  how  to  fympathize  in  a  woman’s 
fufferings.  Tdheir  feelings,  therefore,  are 
natural.  They  lead  them  to  be  patient— 
they  prompt  them  to  allow  nature  to  do  her 
own  peculiar  work.  They  never  dream  of 
having  recourfe  to  force — the  barbarous , 
bloody  crotchet  never  ftained  their  hands 
with  murder .  There  never  really  can  be 
occafion  for  a  male  operator,  but  when  a 
deed  mu  ft  be  done  which  my  foul  £hud« 
ders  at  the  idea  of,  and  which  I  fhall  not 
mention— but  thanks  to  God,  fuch  inftan- 
ces  do  not  occur  in  a  century  ! — To  my 
knowledge,  a  lady  was  twice  delivered  in 
different  parts  of  the  country  of  England, 
by  common  wo men-m i d wives ,  and  both 
thofe  cafes  were  as  unnatural  and  difficult 
as  it  is  well  poffible  to  imagine— (lie  and 
the  children  did  well— if  (lie  had  employed 

men, 
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men,  it  is  more  than  probable,  the  chil~ 
dren ,  at  leaf ,  would  have  expired  under 
the  crotchet — or  been  maimed  by  the  for- 
ceps  ! 

And  how  fihould  this  be  otherwife  !  a 
long  un-imp qffioned  practice,  early  com¬ 
menced,  and  calmly  purfued,  is  abfolutely 
reguifite  to  give  men  by  art ,  what  women 
attain  by  narure . — Dr.  Hunter,  very  wifely, 
very  juftly  has  faid,  that  “  Labour  is  na¬ 
ture’s  work.” — Nature  ought  to  be  fuffered 
nine  hundred  and  ninety-nine  times  out  of 
a  thoufand,  to  do  her  own  work .  All  the 
knowledge  young  men  can  poffibly  obtain, 
muft  be  from  dead  bodies — for  is  it  in  com* 
mon  fenfe  to  fuppofe,  that  a  young  lad 
can  explore  the  fecret  recedes  of  Venus,  fb 
as  to  he  phyfically  well  acquainted  with 
thole  parts  in  living  females  ?  No — fires 
muft  quickly  be  railed,  which  unavoidably 
will  confute  all  his  difcerning  reafoning 
faculties — and  art  mujt  inftantly  be  loji  tn 
nature.  Dr.  Hunter,  indeed,  and  one 

or  two  men  befides,  may  perhaps,  by  the 

help 
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help  of  cold  conflitutions,  and  dint  of  very 
long  practice,  do  their  bufinefs  nearly  as 
well  as  women — by  leaving  all  to  nature — 
but,  if  my  life  and  fortune  here,  and  fal- 
vation  hereafter,  depended  on  the  life 
of  any  pregnant  woman,  and  that  of  her 
infant,  I  would  flake  all  I  held  valuable  on 
her  being  attended  by  any  old  woman 
midwife  in  England,  in  preference  to  any 
man  in  the  world.  Whoever  reads  N ihel’s 
Midwifery,  will  be  fatisfied  of  this  truth, 
that  women  are  Infinitely  fafer  than  men . 


Who  can  wonder  at  the  profligacy  of 
the  times,  when  it  is  known  that  even 
women  of  character  foon  become  fo  cal¬ 
lous  to  the  bafhfulnefs  which  ought  to 
characterize  their  fex  (from  being  habitu¬ 
ated  to  the  familiarities  of  their  Men-mid- 
wives)  that  they  will  not  fcruple  inform¬ 
ing  a  male  vifitor,  without  even  blufhing, 
t<f  I  was  not  very  well  for  fome  days  in  the 
country— fo  I  came  to  to  veil  on  purpose  to 

be  fatisfied  by  Dr.  — — - that  1  was  in 

a  good  way— the  dear  man  has  told  me  that 

the 
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child  lies  right — and  1  am  perfectly  eafy.” 
Monftrous!  that  a  lady  can  pretend  to  any 
degree  of  modefty,  and  yet,  not  content 
with  having  a  Jlrange  man  attending  her 
for  hours  when  in  labour  (moil  of  that  time 
intimately  acquainted  with  every  part)  fhe 
can,  without  any  compunction,  fend  for 
a  man,  and  admit  him  without  re- 
ferve  to  the  mojl  unbounded  liberties,  at  a 
time  too,  when  file  is  as  able  to  walk,  and 
do  every  other  aft  of  life,  as  if  fhe  was  not 
pregnant !  Pray  let  me  afk  her  ladyfhip* 
how  did  66  The  dear  man,” — “  fweet  Dr. 

- - find  out  how  the  child  lay  ? — By 

means  fujficient  to  taint  the  purity,  and  fully 
the  chaftity,  of  any  woman  breathing  ! — I 
will  boldly  affirm,  that,  whoever  admits 
a  man  to  thofe  licentious  freedoms,  cannot 
pretend  to  anfwer  for  what  may  be  the  con- 
fequences.  If  the  loft  circumftance  does 
not  take  place,  it  muft  be  owing,  either  to 
an  extraordinary  infallibility  in  the  man, 
or  to  the  woman’s  not  fuiting  his  tafle, 
havingfuch  choice  of  beauties  tovilit.  Sup- 
pofe,  for  argument’s  fake,  that  the  fictitious 

God- 
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Goddefs  of  Challity,  Diana  herfelf,  was 
on  earth,  and  employed  me  to  fatisfy 
her  doubts,  during  the  months  of  preg¬ 
nancy  prior  to  labour — and  her  mind 
of  courfe,  at  firft,  free  from  the  fmalieft 

'  .  I 

tincture  of  guilty  ideas_yet,  if  I  chofe  it, 
I  could  fo  bewilder  her  reafon ,  that  fhe 
Ihould  lofe  fight  of  every  principle  of  virtue 
—and  not  be  able  to  refufe  mei  whatever  i 
chofe  to  defire.-~~When  a  man  is  in  free 
poilefiion  of  the  Citadel,  and  all  the  out¬ 
works  furrendered  at  difcretion,  it  is  then 
too  late  to  attempt  guarding  the  town  from 
plunder. 

i 

But  fuppoling  thele  advantages  are  not 
always  taken  ('which  1 ,  dare  jay  they  are 
not)  it  cannot  be  denied  with  truths ut  thefe 
vilitations  from  Men-midwives,  remove  in 
a  great  meafure,  the  horror  of  thole  in- 
trulions  on  the  advanced  polls  of  virtue, 
which  are  its  greatell  fafeguards—and  ferve 
to  prepare  the  way  for  the  addrefles  of  gay 
young  men,  who  make  it  their  bufinefs 
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to  {educe  married  women  into  the  paths  of 
infamy. 

i 

If  any  lady,  defirous  of  exculpating  her- 
felf  from  my  cenfure,  pleads  that  “  Hie 
never  admits  a  Man-midwife  to  familiari¬ 
ties  but  when  in  affinal  labour'  — I  anfwer, 
that,  even  in  affinal  labour,  a  woman  has 
many  intervals  of  eafe ,  for  many  minutes 
together  quite  free  from  pain — in  thofe  in¬ 
tervals ,  her  mind  cannot  maintain  its  [pot - 
lefs  whitenefs — in  thofe  intervals  fhe  cannot 
but  be  confcions ,  that  the  doctor  is  in¬ 
fringing  on  the  HUSBAND. 

But  I  believe  there  are  very  few  women 
who  confine  the  Dodor’s  familiarities  to 
the  times  of  real  labour.  Lady  ■■  ,  Mrs. 

— — ,  acquiefce  in  whatever  he  thinks 
right  during  all  the  months  of  pregnancy— 
and  mu  ft  he  not  be  more  than  man ,  or 
less  than  man,  who,  roving  Inxurioufy 
through  all  the  hidden  charms  of  beauty, 
can  help  being  inflamed  by  paflionr— and. 
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if  inflamed  by  pafflon^  he  may  proceed  on 
certainties  .  .  «  he  has  an  unerring 
tell-tale  under  his  infpehhon ,  which  gives 
him  an  infallible  cuer  when  he  may 
faflely  throw  afide  the  malk,  fearlefs  of  any 
repulfe. 

Shew  fame  fenfe  of  modeftv,  ye 
Ducheffes,  Counteffes,  &c.  &c.  and  thofe 
inferior  women,  whom  ye  nave  debauched 
by  your  bad  examples,  will  again  imitate 
ye,  m  forfeiting  thefe  tcandalous  pradtices. 
Bluih,  ye  women  ol  fafhion,  to  own  that 
any  man,  behdesyour  hufbands,  is  admitted 
to  liberties  with  your  perfons .  No  longer 
talk  of  “  dear  Doctor  Hunter,”  64  angelic 
Dodtor — ”  46  enchanting  Dodtor —  .  .  • 

For  my  own  part,  it  I  was  a  married  man, 
I  declare  it  would  be  a  matter  off  the  ut- 
tnojl  m difference  to  me,  whether  my  wile 
had  fpent  the  night  in  a  bagnio— or  an 
hour  of  the  forenoon  locked  up  with  a 
man-midwife  in  her  drefling  room.  Net 
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this  Jhamelefs  cuftom  be  abolifhed,  and 
then  virtue  will  fly  back  again  to  our  me¬ 
tropolis,  with  all  her  train  of  genuine  felf- 
approving  pleafures — and  England  be  once 
more  as  much  famed  for  the  chaftity,  as 
for  the  beauty  of  its  women. 

Adieu,  Mr.  Printer — you  have  received 
this  letter  from  a  fmcere  admirer  of  fe¬ 
male  modefty :  Without  it  4  6  beauty 
ceafes  being  lovely ,  or  wit  being  engaging.” 
Whoever  pofieffes  it  cannot  be  enough 
efteemed  and  regarded- — whoever  is  defi¬ 
cient  in  it  cannot  be  fufficiently  defpifed 
and  flighted.  Ye  Englijh  fair,  it  ought  to 
be  your  chara&eriftic  !  but  while  your  fa¬ 
thers,  hufcands ,  and  brothers  are  unprin¬ 
cipled,  corrupted  fenators — you  think  you 
have  a  right  to  deviate  from  your  £oint  of 
honour,  fince  they  Jhew  you  the  example  in 
the  ids. 


i 


To 
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To  conclude™/^  modejly  is  incompatible 
with  the  idea  of  employing 

A  MAN  MIDWIFE  *  ' 

*  Except  when  thofe  very  rare  tnjlances  occur, 
which  do  not  happen  once  in  two  thoufand  la¬ 
bours. 


LET- 


\ 
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letter  II. 

THE  favourable  reception  my  laft  let¬ 
ter  met  with  from  the  public,  leads 
me  to  hope  our  married  men  will  ferioufly 
refleft  on  the  dangers  which  attend  the 
employing  Men-midwives  to  attend  their 
wives,  except  in  cafes  where  there  is  the 
nioft  urgent  neceffity  for  the  interference 
of  art.  I  flatter  myfelf  it  will  not  be  dif¬ 
ficult  to  convince  Jenfble ,  mo  deft  women 
of  two  undeniable  truths,  which  nothing 
but  prejudice,  or  vice,  can  render  them 
blind  to  the  force  of: — Firft,  that  Men- 
midwives  are  not  fo  fafe  as  women; — and 
fecondly,  that  it  is  ablblutely  impoffible  to 
permit  men  to  take  the  unbounded  freedoms 
which  Men-midwives  fdlfely  pretend  are 
neceffarv ,  without  throwing  themfelves  en- 
tirely  a i  their  mercy,  and,  at  all  events, 
being  polluted  by  their  need  lets  invaiion. 

% 

The  Men-midwives  and  their  friends,  have 

wifely  ch ofe  to  be  iilent.  They  are  conicious 
my  aflertions  cannot  be  denied  with  any 

ihadow 
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fhadow  of  truth.,  they  therefore  prudently 
have  declined  the  combat.  It  they  had  at¬ 
tempted  controverting  my  arguments,  they 
muft  have  dilcovered  the  fandy  foundations 
on  which  they  have  eftablifhed  the  idea  of 
I heir  being  the  proper  attendants  on  the  la¬ 
bours  of  women.  Objections  which  they 
cannot  remove, — dangers  which  they  can¬ 
not  diffipate, — and  impurities  which  no 
varnifh  can  conceal,  they  wifh  to  avoid 
mentioning ;  fearful  left  an  attempt  to  an- 
fwer  my  letter,  ftiould  difplayto  the  world 
the  weaknefs  and  infufficiency  of  their  de¬ 
fence,  and  ftimulate  abler  pens  than  mine 
to  continue  the  fubjeCt  too  long  for  tneir 
mtereft.  They  vainly  imagine  my  letter 
will  foon  be  forgotten,  and  be  configned 
to  oblivion  amongft  wafte  paper.  But 
they  are  miftaken, — this  letter  ftiall  ac¬ 
company  it  annually  to  the  prefs,  to  re¬ 
mind  my  fair  countrywomen  of  the  in- 
eftimable  value  of  chaftity,— and  to  warn 
them  from  thofe  practices  which  pave  the 
way  to  the  moft  flagrant  breach  of  it  ; — • 
and  I  am  not  without  hope  that  I  lhall  be 
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joined  by  the  friends  of  virtue,  and  affifted 
in  the  arduous  talk  I  have  undertaken. 
What  undertaking  can  be  more  difficult  to 
fucceed  in,  than  an  endeavour  to  reform 
the  manners  of  a  vicious  age  ?  Yet,  en¬ 
couraged  by  the  confcioufnefs  of  the  rec¬ 
titude  of  my  intentions,  and  of  the  fince- 
rity  of  my  wiffies  to  repair  the  foundations 
of  matrimonial  happinefs,  I  freely  offer 
my  fentiments  to  the  world, — let  the  can¬ 
did  weigh  them  in  the  fcale  of  common- 
fenfe,— and  either  adopt,  or  difregard  them, 
as  they  appear  to  tend  to  the  benefit,  or 

I 

prejudice  of  mankind.  The  confequence 
of  their  decifion  will  principally  affeft 

themfelves — ,it  will  not  reach  to  me. 

•  / 

The  Men-midwives  are  fenfible,  that, 
when  they  urge  their  knowledge  in  ana¬ 
tomy  as  a  reafon  for  their  being'  fafer  than 
women,  they  mean  to  take  advantage  of 
the  ignor ance  of  mankind.  Where  *vcry 
fare ,  particular  circ  uni  fiances  occur,  un¬ 
doubtedly  the  knowledge  of  anatomy  be¬ 
comes  then  abfolutely  necefiary  to  direct 

the 
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the  operator  in  the  means  requifite  to  fave 
the  woman’s  life.  In  that  diftreffed,  un¬ 
happy,  deplorable  fituation,  no  modefty 
can  poffibly  be  violated.  The  poor  af¬ 
flicted  woman,  is,  if  fenfible fo  taken  up 
with  anxious  thoughts,  and  torturing 
pains,  that  fhe  is  not  confcious  of  the  tranl- 
aCtion — and  the  Royal  Exchange,  when 
crouded,  might  be  fpectators,  without  at¬ 
tracting  her  attention,  or  interrupting  her 
fears.  It  is  quite  different  in  a  very  large 
majority  of  labours.  The  woman  has 
many  intervals  of  eafe, — fhe  does  not  ap¬ 
prehend  there  is  any  peculiar  danger  in 
her  cafe ; — her  mind,  while  free  from 
pain,  is  at  liberty  calmly  to  attend  to 
whatever  is  done.  There  is  not  above  one 
labour  in  a  thoufand  where  there  is  any 
occafion  for  the  knowledge  of  anatomy. 
I  infift  that  except  in  thofe  very  extraordinary 
cafes ,  a  knowledge  of  anatomy  leads  Men- 
midwives  frequently  to  do  great  mifchief. 
It  makes  them  impatient .  They  know  how 
to  bring  on  the  labour  pains, — they  know 
how  to  force  the  birth .  From  this  de- 

D  STRUG- 
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struct  I  ve  knowledge,  numbers  of  chil¬ 
dren  are  demolished, — numbers  of  women 
are  thrown  into  fevers  by  lacerations  and 
inflammations,  which  might  have  the  worft 
confequences,  and  which  never  would 
have  happened  if  the  knowledge  of  anatomy 
had  not  tempted  men  to  have  recourfe  to 
art  within  the  proper  boundaries  of  na¬ 
ture’s  empire .  For  this  reafon,  if  I  was 
a  married  man,  I  would  not  employ  even 
a  woman  who  had  been  bred  under  a  Man- 
midwife.  Her  knowing  the  parts  anato¬ 
mically,  and  underfanding  the  use  of 
instruments,  and  purfuing  the  teizing , 
fiddling  cuftoms  of  the  men  who  had  in¬ 
truded  her,  inftead  of  recommending  her 
to  me,  wrould  be  a  fufficient  caufe  to  pre¬ 
vent  my  employing  her. 

The  only  safe  knowledge /$r  a  mid¬ 
wife  to  pofefs ,  is,  that  which  is  taught  by 
experience.  Whenever  it  ceafcs  being 

poffible  for  nature,  with  fuch  affiftance, 

• 

to  do  her  work,  then,  and  then  only,  art 
ought  to  be  called  in  with  inftruments  to 

,  her 
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»  / 

aid.— Yet  our  young  women  are  not  a  Ilia- 
med  premeditately  to  refolve  on  employing 
men,  though  there  are  fuch  a  multitude 
of  chances  againjl  the  fuppofition  of  a  dead 
child— or  that  there  wi  1  be  occafion  for 
the  deftruftion  of  her  infant  to  fave  her 
own  life.  It  is  for  this  wanton  ufe  of  men, 
that  I  wifh  I  had  abilities  to  expofe  their 
want  of  modefty  in  colours  ft  liking  enough, 
to  holdout  our  women  to  the  univerfal  ri¬ 
dicule  of  the  world,  and  draw  down  on 
them  the  contempt  and  indignation  of  the 
virtuous. 

$ 

Is  it  not  laughable  to  hear  of  a  mo  deft 
woman  fending  for  a  man  to  inform  her 
whether  or  not  jhe  is  with  child,  and  how 
far  gone? — Heavens!  a  little  patience 
wrould  foon  have  cleared  up  that  matter, 
and  the  moft  fkilful  man  may  be  miftaken, 
even  allowing  the  fuppofition  (which  is  not 
probable)  that  he  may  be  quite  cool, 
and  experience  no  fluttering  fenfations 
to  canf ufe  his  mind  during  the  serious  in- 
vefigation*  Why  cannot  the  lady  allow  a 

D  z  few 
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few  months  to  elapfe  ?  Her  doubts  would 
then  have  been  removed,  without  any  male 
intrufions,  without  scandalous  vio¬ 
lations  of  modesty — without,  what  I 
term,  shameful  pollutions  of  her 

PERSON, 

What  mutt  Men  mid  wives  think  of  thofe 
ladies,  who  fend  for  them  to  be  infpedted 
on  fuch  trifling  occafions  ?  What  can  they 
avoid  thinking  ?  Muft  they  not  conclude, 
that  thofe  ladies  are  reftrained  from  adul¬ 
tery  not  by  any  principle  of  virtue,  but  by 
a  dread  of  the  confequences  ;  and,  fince 
they  can  admit  no  man  to  familiarities  but 
their  Man- midwife  (who  is  the  priviledged 
father  confejjor  of  England)  without  lofing 
their  reputations,  they  are  refolved  to  be 
as  immodeft ,  without  lofing  their  characters, 
as  the  depraved,  profligate  cuftom  of  the 
world  can  authorize  them  ?  Men-midwives 
entertain  each  other  with  curious  recitals 
of  their  adventures  among  the  fair Sure¬ 
ly  thofe  women  cannot  juftly  be  pitied,  who 
thus  by  their  folly,  or  vice,  furnifh  fub- 

jedts 


(  37  ) 

jecls  JirJl  for  their  fenfual  ideas  9  and  after ** 
wards  for  their  mirth, 

I  have  been  a  good  deal  amufed  by  hear¬ 
ing  my  letter  commented  on  in  different 
companies,  where  the  author  was  far  from 
being  fufpeited  to  be  prefent.  The  Men- 
midwives,  and  the  ladies  who  receive 
pleafure  from  employing  them,  never  can 
forgive  me  for  having  expofed  their  con¬ 
duit.  All  they  can  however  fay  againft 
me,  is,  that  1  am  “  very  indelicate — 
that  it  is  a  Jhame  fuck  papers  fhould  ap¬ 
pear. ” — Let  them  be  informed,  Mr.  Prin¬ 
ter,  that  IF  I  AM  “  INDELICATE,’*  it  is 
becaufe  they  are  immodest.  Where 
the  bone  is  corrupted ,  the  flefh  muft  be  re¬ 
moved,  and  the  foul  parts  laid  bare ,  in  or¬ 
der  to  be  fcraped ,  and  purified — defperate 
diforders  require  defperate  remedies .  ‘The 
€*  fiame”  does  not  confifi  in  what  i  write 
but  in  what  they  do.— -Let them  quit 
their  practice,  I  will  mofi readily  throw 
afide  my  pen. 


I 
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I  fiioulcl  be  furry  to  entertain  fo  bad  an 
opinion  of  the  generality  of  my  fair  coun¬ 
trywomen,  as  to  fuppol'e  them  hardened 
by  the  depraved  cuftom  of  the  times,  be¬ 
yond  a  pcffibility  of  being  roufed  to  a  fenfe 
of  danger  for  themfelves  and  infants,  and 
to  a  fenfe  of  virtue.  Doctor  Hunter  is, 
bevond  difpute,  the  bejl  Man- midwife  in 

J  JL  J 

the  world — yet,  let  the  advocates  for  the 
indi [criminate  life  of  men  lay  their  hands  cn 
their  hearts,  and  anfwer  me  ingenuoufly 
this  queftion — Suppofe  any  three  of  the 
bejl  Midwives  in  London  had  loft  in  their 
lives,  the  fame  number  of  women  of  fafhion 

Debtor  Hunter  has  loft  within  thefe  two  or 

\ 

three  years,*  would  they  not  have  exclaim - 

e4 


*  I  would  by  no  means  be  underflood  to  infimiate 
the  moft  diftant  reflexion  on  Dr.  Hunter's  manage¬ 
ment.  1  have  not  the  fmalleft  idea  that  any  of  thofe 
deaths  were  in  conlequence  of  the  lead  fault  in  his  exe¬ 
cution  of  his  bufinefs.  I  only  mentioned  them  to  fhew 
that  misfortunes  mayhapfen  with  the  mod:  able  Man-mid¬ 
wife  ;  and  therefore  that  it  is  cruel  to  name  one  or  two 
accidents  as  proof  ot  a  woman’s  being  unfafe,  fincc  they 

will  happen  to  the  fiifu  man  in  the  whole  world.  I  loo*. 

on 
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ed  loudly,  and  taken  advantage  of  tliofc 
deaths  to  prove  the  danger  of  employing  wo¬ 
men  ?  Ail  England  would  have  rung  of 
their  mifmanagement — and  the  women 
would  have  been  ruined  ! — There  are  wo¬ 
men  m  London  who  have  laid  feveral  thou¬ 
sands,  and  yet  never  loft  either  a  mother 
or  an  infant. 


Though  the  abandoned  cuftom  excul¬ 
pates  ladies  in  the  eftimation  of  a  diffipa- 
ted  world,  yet  I  recommend  to  their  con- 
fi deration  how  their  thoughts,  during  the  vi/its 
of  Men-midwives,  will  itand  the  teft  of  the 
penetrating  eye  of  their  Creator. 

on  Dr.  Hunter  as  a  molt  Ikilful  anatomift ;  able  phy- 

fician  5  experienced,  tender,  patient  Man-midwife.  If 

it  was  left  to  me  to  call  any  man  to  the  labour  of  a  wo¬ 
man  in  imminent  danger,  and  whofe  life  was  linked  in 
mine,  Dr.  Hunter  is  the  man  I  would  fend  for  with¬ 
out  a  moment’s  hesitation,  his  (kill,  but,  above  all,  his 
experience,  age,  and  infirmities,  render  him  the 
only  man  proper  to  be  allowed  to  take  liberties  with 
married  women.  Yet  any  woman  of  experience ,  in  my 
opinion,  is  infinitely  j aft r  than  even  Dr.  Hunter,  except 
in  very  extraordinary  cafes , 


I 
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I  hope  to  live  to  fee  the  day,  when  in¬ 
nate  modefty  will  be  the  chaiadteiiftic  of 
Englifh  women ;  and  of  courfe,  when  a  lady 
will  not  be  more  publickly  branded  with 
infamy  for  the  moll  barefaced  proftitution, 
than  for  the  effrontery  which  will  then  be 


neceffary  to 
employ 


enable  a  woman  wantonly  to 
A  MAN-MIDWIFE. 
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LETTER  III. 

IN  my  two  laft  letters,  1  believe  I  Satis¬ 
fied  thofe  who  are  open  to  conviction ,  that 
even  the  bejl  Men-midwives  are  not  fo  fafe 
as  women, —and  that  the  cuftom  is  de- 

ftruCtive  of  modeftv,  and  affords  thofe 

* 

Men-midwives  who  cbufeit ,  finer  feraglios 
than  are  in  the  poileffion  of  the  moft  luxu¬ 
riant  Monarchs  of  the  Eaft. 

) 

There  are  bad  confequenees  attending 
the  practice  which  1  have  not  mentioned. 
It  is  productive  of  danger,  and  of  many 
evils,  even  when  followed  by  the  moft  emi¬ 
nent  men  in  London;— who  can  fix  limits 
then  to  its  pernicious  confequenees,  when 
a  fet  of  raw ,  nnjkilful young  men  are  turn¬ 
ed.  loofe  through  this  town-round  its 
fkirts — and  over  the  whole  kingdom,  and 
are  received  by  the  credulous  multitude 
with  no  other  recommendation  than  the 
words  over  the  door  of  “  — ,  Surgeon  and 
*f  Man-midwife  V'  Boys  think  themfelves 
qualified  for  Men-midwives,  by  having  at- 

E  tended 
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tended.one  or  two  courfes  of  lectures  under 
Dodtor  Hunter, — or,  perhaps,  without 
having  heard  any  ledlures  at  all,  or  ever 
having  feen  a  fubjedt  anatomized,  Hart 
from  behind  an  apothecary’s  counter — and 
begin  their  career,  murdering  of  infants 
without  mercy ;  and  with  impunity  laying 
the  foundation  for  cancers,  and  the  moll 
dreadful  difeafes  in  women  ; — not  to  men¬ 
tion  the  chance  of  their  ruining  the  peace 
of  families,  by  introducing  vice  and  dil- 
cord,  where  health  and  harmony  might 
otherwife  have  gladdened  their  ferene  dwel¬ 
lings. — They  know  enough  of  the  ways 

requifite  to  ufe  force  ; - they  have  heard 

female  Midwives  blamed  for  allowing  te¬ 
dious  labours  ; — —they  think  they  will  be 
deemed  expert,  in  proportion  to  the  quick- 
nefs  with  which  they  bring  the  child  into 
the  world, — and  the  rnifchiefs  they  of  courfe 
give  rife  to  are  innumerable  !  It  is  not  in 
the  nature  of  things  poffible  that  a  young 
man ,  ever  fo  well  qualified  by Jiudy ,  can  be 
a  Jiife  Midwife — how  dreadful  then  mull 
the  fituations  be  of  thofe  poor  women  who 


are 
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are  in  the  hands  of  the  numberlefs  men 
whopraftice  that  bufinefs  throughout  Eng¬ 
land  !- - The  people  ignorantly  take  for 

granted  that  the  sex  confiitutes  know¬ 
ledge — - injures  fajety  !  The  truth  is,  the 
sex  alone  is  fujjieient  to  render  any  know¬ 
ledge  deftrudtive  in  general  practice.  If 
the  men  mujl  be  introduced  into  the  priva¬ 
cies  of  women,  I  would  earneftly  recom¬ 
mend  it  as  the  most  essential  quali¬ 
fication  requilite  to  prepare  them  for  the 
ftudy,  that  they  fubmit  to  having  their 
voices  made  delicate „ 


And  here  I  fhould  have  finifhed  my  let¬ 
ter,  and  the  fubjecl,  if  I  had  not  keen  an 
Effayin  the  Gazetteer  of  the  17th,  figned 
“  Old  Chiron/5  which  I  cannot  avoid  mak¬ 
ing  fome  remarks  on,  before  I  conclude. 


The  author  of  it  ufes  tolerable  language, 
and  probably  could  write  pretty  well  on 
any  other  fubjeft.  He  has  done  as  much 
as  could  have  been  attempted  in  order  ta 
continue  the  delufive  error  which  blinds 

E  2  mankind. 
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mankind.  He  knew  he  had  not  Trruth  on 
his  fid  e — he  has  therefore  put  words  together , 

without  argument - he  has  boldly  denied, 

what  it  is  impoffible  todifprove - he  has 

as  boldly  ajferted ,  what  never  hap¬ 
pened— and  then  laughed-off  fadts,  truft- 

ing  by  ridicule  to  conceal  their  exiftence. 

• 

The  pen  of  Junius  could  not  defend  the 
women  who  ufe  men. 

I  believe  the  thinking  part  of  the  world 
will  join  with  me  in  opinion,  that  he  would 
have  fhewn  more  wifdom  if  he  had  re¬ 
mained  filent.  A  bad  defence  does  harm 
to  any  caufe — and  the  more  able  the  defen¬ 
der  appears  in  his  itile  and  language,  the 
worfe  it  is  for  his  caufe  when  he  convinces 
his  readers,  that  even  his  abilities  cannot  do 
it  fervice.  The  more  this  fubjedt  is  in- 
veftigated,  the  more  prejudicial  it  will  be 
to  his  profeffion.*  A  praftice,  adopted,  and 
continued  through  a  jumblement  of  igno¬ 
rance  and  vice,  can  only  be  favoured  by 
fuffering  an  impenetrable  (hade  to  vet l  adtions 
only  for  darknefi . 

Old 

*  I  take  tor  granted,  Old  Chiron  is  a  Man-midwife. 
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Old  Chiron  has  been  drove  fo  hard  as 
to  have  been  forced  to  affert  that  the  fe¬ 
male  Mid  wives  always  “ cram  their  patients 

“  with  cordials - keeping  them  intoxicated 

“  during  the  time  they  are  in  labour ” — and 
that  they  act  like  infernal  fiends,  “  driving 
“  poor  women  up  and  down  flairs,  notwith¬ 
standing  their  shrieks,  and Jhaking  them 
“  fo  violently  as  often  to  bring  on  convul- 
“  fion  fits,  on  pretence  of  haftening  their 

“  labours - laughing  at  their  cries - 

“  and  breaking  wretched  jefts  upon  the 


“  contorfions  of  the  women,  whofe  tor- 
“  ments  would  make  a  feeling  man  fhud- 

“  der  at  the  fight.”  - I  believe  that 

it  is  not  poffible  any  one  can  be  fo  fillily  cre¬ 
dulous  as  to  have  faith  in  thefe  molt  flock¬ 
ing,  unnatural,  improbable ,  horrid  recitals  ! 
Is  it  poffible  even  if  fuch  a  brute  in  an  hu¬ 
man  fhasae  found  an  entry  into  an  hotife, 

A  J 

that  the  poor  lying-in  woman  could  be  able 
to  be  forced  “  up  and  down  (lairs  V and 
allow  herfelf  to  be  [hook  ?  If  floe  was  ignorant 
enough,  and  fool i Hi  enough  to  confent, 
would  her  relations — — her  jriends — anxi- 

oufly 
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oufly  attending  her,  like  wife  be  fo  ignorant 
as  not  to  know  fucb  treatment  was  high¬ 
ly  improper,  as  well  as  cruel  beyond  canni¬ 
bal  brutality?  And  this  too  in  England! 
where  bearing  of  children  is  not  fo  very  un¬ 
common,  fo  very  extraordinary  a  circum- 
ftance,  as  that  a  Midwife  could  find  means 
to  perfuade  people  into  fuch  dreadful  ab- 
furdities  ! — The  idea  is  too  ridiculous  !  I  have 
feen  among  my  near  relations,  many  wo¬ 
men  in  labour,  as  long  as  it  was  decent  for 
a  man  to  be  prefent ;  and  declare  I  have 
always  feen  their  Mid  wives  treat  them  with 
the  utmoft  tendtrnefs.  I  have  enquired 
of  feveral  ladies  of  my  acquaintance,  each 
of  whom  has  bore  many  children,  and  al¬ 
ways  employed  women,  and  they  have  all 
declared  they  never  even  heard  of  any  thing 
in  the  mojl  dijiant  manner  refembling  fuch 
treatment,  as  this  inter ejled  author  has  a- 
bufed  his  talents  by  relating.  To  vouch 
falfehoods,  and  for  the  mojl  malignant  pur- 
pofes,  needs  no  comment.  Perhaps  fome 
diabolical  wretch  may  have  behaved  in  this 

manner - but  is  that  ground  enough  to 

eredb 
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erect  defamations  on,  againft  the  whole 
fex  ?  If  fuch  proof  was  to  be  admitted  de- 
cifive,  I  could  feverely  retaliate  on  hioi 
fuch  proceedings  of  men,  as  wrould  melt 
an  heart  of  adamant !  and  1  could  bring 
demonstrable  evidence  to  confirm  the  au¬ 
thenticity  of  my  relations— but  I  have  al¬ 
ready  been  called  “  indelicate  and  if  I 
w^as  to  write  the  horrors  my  pen  could  un¬ 
fold — delineate  fads,  painting  the  indecen - 
cies ,  and  barbarities  of  men  whom  I  could 
name ,  I  fhould  indeed  be  indelicate .  What 
muff  then  the  acts  have  been ,  which  no 
language  can  convey  a  description  of 
without  offending  the  virtuous ,  and  Jhocking 
the  humane  !  yet  1  fhould  look  on  myfelf 
as  very  culpable  if  I  had  inftanced  thefe 
men  as  fandards  for  the  whole  profeffion 
to  be  judged  by.  I  gave  the  preference  to 
women ,  not  becaufe  all  men  wer  e  brutes, 
but  becaufe  the  gredtejl  Saint  on  earth,  if  a 
man  in  health ,  could  not  anfwer  for  his 
principles  being  proof  again  ir  the  irrefijii- 
ble  temptations  arifuig  from  being  freely  in¬ 
dulged  in  the  moji  luxurious  liberties  with  all 

the 
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•  j, 

the  feminine  beauties  of  lovely  women, — 
and  becaufe  their  knowledge  of  anatomy, 
and  their  instruments  being  ready  at 
band ,  too  often  tempt  them  to  ufe  force, 
and  do  mifchief  in  parts  of  the  moll  ex- 
quijite  fenfibiiity,  which  no  art,  no  care,  no 
remedy,  can  ever  after  repair ;  where,  if 
nature  had  been  allowed  to  do  her  office, 
fhe  would  have  been  afafe  operator,  and 
all  would  have  ended  happily ;  and  let  any 
impartial  perfon  decide  whether  a  man,  who 
knows  every  method  of  forcing  the  birth, 
or  a  woman ,  who  is  confcious  of  being  un- 
acquainted  with  that  dangerous  know¬ 
ledge,  are  most  likely  to  alter  the 
course  of  nature,  by  interfermg ,  where 

ilie  ought  to  be  the  sole  after? - It 

is  an  indifputable  faft,  that  women  have 
fuch  a  peculiar  fympathy  for  females  big 
with  young,  that  ninety-nine  out  of  an 
hundred  cany  it  to  fuch  an  excefs  as  to  be 
anxious  about  brutes  in  that  fituation.  I 
have  often  heard  ladies  uneafyabout  mares 
they  have  feen  with  foal,  and  bitches  with 
whelp.  It  is  an  inflindl  implanted,  and 
,  interwoven 
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interwoven  with  their  natures  by  the  Great 
Source  of  all  things,  for  the  wifeft  pur- 
pofes.  Thofe  who  have  felt  the  agonies  of 
child  birth,  furely  muft  be  able  to  fympa- 
thize  more  feelingly  than  men  who  can  only 
form  an  idea  of  them  by  theory.  Women 
muft  be  allowed  to  have  more  tendernefs 

in  their  natures  than  men - fo  that  in 

every  view  we  cannot  conteft  the  point  of 
fenfibility  with  them.  Yet  this  author  af- 
ferts  women  are  improper  for  Midwives 
becaufe  they  are  mojl  inhuman— becaufe 
they  drive  their  fellow-creatures  up  and 
down  flairs— and  {hake  them  into  con- 
vulfion  fits !  did  old  Chiron  write  ironical¬ 
ly  ?  or  did  he  mean  to  betray  the  caufe  of 
the  male-pra£titioners,  by  afferting  ficti¬ 
tious  nonfenfe,  which  carries  falfehood  on 

it's  face  ? - Let  any  one  view  the  forceps y 

andthenjudge  whether  it  is  a  gentle  in¬ 
strument  ?  itfpeaks  it's  office  ! — Let  any 
one  view  the  crotchet ,  crooked  fciffars,  &c. 
{harp  knives  to  be  fure  are  inftruments  fit 
to  be  trufted  in  every  hand  !  they  purfue 

F  healing 


I 


t.w 


t  5°  ] 

healing  tneafures !  they  never  commit  mur¬ 
der  ! 

The  writer  was  pleafed  to  confine  him- 
felf  to  what  I  faid  of  the  Hottentot  wo¬ 
men,  becaufe  the  heat  of  their  climate  was 
adapted  to  his  purpofe.  I  mentioned  like- 
wife  “  the  wilds  of  America,'’  and  the 
kingdoms  of  Scotland  and  Iielanu.  I 
fancy  thofe  countries  are  cold  enough  in 

winter, 

He  has  quoted  the  practice  of  the  Athe¬ 
nians  as  an  example  for  our  women. 
Though  Heathen  virtues  are  great  re¬ 
proaches  on  Chriftian  vices  (I  fhould  have 
faid,  on  the  vices  of  people  who  are  only 
Chripans  in  name,  by  outwardly  profeffing 
what  their  lives  are  daily  contradicting)  yet 
I  fhould  imagine  no  Heathen  impurities  ougnt 
to  be  admitted  patterns  againft  Chriftian 
virtues. _ Our  furgeons  are  better  anato¬ 

mies  than  the  Athenians  were  j  but  I  am 
afraid  the  Athenian  men  were  better  Chrifi- 
tians,  though  they  lived  before  the  birth 
of  our  Saviour, 
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But  the  women  of  Quality  db  fo  fall  trt 

> 

**  /c/^  with  their  Doctors. ” — I  beg  he  will 
excufe  me,— I  never  fuppofed  they  fell 

IN  LOVE  with  THEIR  MALE  INSPECTOR. 

‘The fenfations  which  Men-midwives  give  rife 
to,  deferve  net  the  name  which  diftin- 
guifhes  that  noble  pafiim  of  the  soul.-^ 
Love,  allies  us  to  our  Divine  Original y  elevates 
our  ideas  to  Heaven ,  and  make  us  emulous  of 
worthy  actions  !  It’s  fignification  is  jcanda - 
loujly  perverted,  when  ufed  to  defcribe  the 
impure  gratifications  of  fenfe,  which  de¬ 
grade  us  below  the  brutes  l — Dove,  and  Vir¬ 
tue,  are  infeparable.  Love  never  infpires 
the  human  heart,  but  when  that  loeart  is 
in  purfuit  of  virtue  ;  when  vicious  purpofes 
pollute  the  mind,  it’s  end  is  lujl. 

Has  there  tv£ r  been  related  an  iii- 
ftance  of  fo  unnatural  d  connexion  Mahy 
where  it  has  been  attempted— fever al  where 
it  has  fucceeded .  Any  perfo'n  may  buy  the 
trial  of  Doctor  Morley,  where  they  will 
fee  that  he  was  convidled,  and  fined  a  thou - 
fund  pounds,  for  feducing  Mrs.  Biker.  The 
poor  woman  accufed  the  Doctor  on  her 

F  2  death- 
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death- bed,  and  told  the  whole  tranfadtiom 
The  Dodtor  pleaded  to  his  friends  “  the* 
cc  Jlrength  of  the  temptation ,  the  f ratify  of 
“  nature ;  and  the  impoffibility  of  any  man’s 
“  re  fifing  fuch  powerful  charms  ”  He  quitted 
his  bufinefs  ;  the  ladies ,  however,  approved 
his  conduct, — it  recommended  him  to 
their  favour,  and  he  was  more  employ¬ 
ed  than  ever  !  Doctor - was  forced  to 

feign  madnefs  to  efcape  the  rage  of  an  in¬ 
jured  hufband,  for  having  frightened  his 
wife  to  death  !  She  happened  to  be  a  vir¬ 
tuous,  though  not  a  modest,  woman  ! — 
Count  Struenzy  too  was  a  Man-mid¬ 
wife.— Would  he  ever  have  dared  to  lift 
his  eye,  or  breathe  his  infamous  pafiion 
to  a  *  *  *  *  *,  if  he  had  not  been  encou¬ 
raged  and  familiarized  by  the  freedoms  ad¬ 
mitted  by  the  profeflion  of  a  Man-midwife  ? 
Certainly  no.  Whoever  reads  the  news- 
•  papers  of  three  years  back,  will  find  many 
paragraphs  informing  us  of  profecutions 
of  Men-midwives  for  crim.  con. 


“  A  man 


A  man  never  feen  by  them  but  in 
<«  their  diftrefs ,  is  fare  moft  unlikely  to 
“  become  an  object  of  their  deftre  :  nor 
€6  can  the  ladies,  however  lovely  in  the 
€*  bloom  of  health,  be  fupofed  capable  of 
retaining  their  attractions  in  the  hour  of 
agony  f — The  writer  knows  that  neither 
of  thefe  affections  are  matters  of  fad:.  In 
regard  to  the  firft,  many  women  fee  their 
Men-midwives  in  perfeB  health ,  to  be  in- 
formed  if  they  are  with  child?  How  far 
gone?  “Whether  the  child  lies  right?55 
and  on  many  other  pretences.— Men  and 
women,  on  fitch  trying  occafions,  rnnji 
give  way  to  nature — there  is  no pojjibility 
of  withfanding  it.— As  to  women's  not 
being  “  attraBingly  lovely  when  in  labour,5’ 
—there  he  likewife  muff  have  been  fen- 
iible  that  he  erred  from  truth.  Thofe 
pains  rather  add  to  beauty  ;  and  though, 
during  the  continuance  of  racking  tortures , 
neither  party  can  attend  to  any  thing  but 
the  pains  felt  on  one  fide,  and  the  com- 
paffion  which  a  good  man  muff  fympa- 
thize  in  on  the  others  yet  in  the  intervals 

(many 
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(many  there  always  are,  and  generally  they 
are  long  intervals )  no  uneafmefs  on  cither 
Jide  leaves  the  minds  of  both  at  liberty  to 
entertain  other  ideas. 

“  And  if  he”  (the  Man-midwife)  “  is  at 
<c  all  to  anfwer  for  their  conduct,  is,  I 
“  think,  only  to  be  reckoned  with  for 
recovering  them  Jo  early ,  and  so 

cc  PUTTING  IT  IN  THEIR  POWER  TO  gO 

€C  abroad  and  coquet  it  the  fooner 
The  author  is  pleafed  to  be  facetious  with 
the  ladies !  I  do  not  at  all  wonder  that 
thofe  men  who  have  fneh  foundation  for 
cenfuring  their  conduct,  prefume  thus  to 
ridicule  them  for  their  eagernefs  to  vifit, 
in  order  to  receive  the  homage  of  their  cri¬ 
minal  admirers !  I  fhould  have  thought, 
however,  that  the  fubjedl  was  not  of  a 
nature  which  could  authorize  fuch  inde¬ 
cent  raillery.  It  verifies  the  old  proverb, 
“  too  much  familiarity  breeds  contempt .” 

As  to  the  affertion,  that  “  the  faculty 
“  employ  men  to  their  own  wives”-— Iknow 

very 
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very  many  inftances  to  the  contrary — and 
even  if  this  was  otherwife ,  it  would  be  by 
no  means  condufive.  Men  who  have 
fuch  choice  of  line  women  to  take  the  moji 
licentious  liberties  with,  mod  probably 
cannot  remain  long  faithful  to  their  own 
yyives_they  may  therefore  eafily  be  fup- 
pofed  foon  to  become  fo  indifferent  about 
them,  as  to  be  very  ready  to  fuffer  their 
own  brethren  to  lay  them,  by  way  of 
keeping  up  the  faece,  and  blinding  the 
world.  I  take  for  granted  however  they 
permit  no  private  examinations .  They  are 
too  much  in  the  fecret, 

The  gentleman  concludes  with  telling 
us  a  ftory  of  Dr.  Ford’s  having  attended 
a  poor  woman  for  three  days  and  nights, 
who  had  been  ill  ufed  by  a  woman.— — 
What  then? — It  only  proves  that  Dr, 
Ford  is  not  deflit  ute  of  humanity ,  and  that 
there  is  one  woman  who  interfered  with 
nature ,  and  of  courfe  did  mifehief — I  know 
he  £<  is  a  favourite  with  many  women  of 

diftindtion”— bur  thofe  ladies  best  know 

I  0  v 
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II o w  he' has  recommended  himfelf  to  their 
favour .  Neither  Dr.  hold,  noi  D*. 
Hunter,  can  prefume  to  affirm,  that  they 
never  take  the  moft  intimate  ireedoms  w  ith 
ladies,  when  there  is  no  chance  ioi  la¬ 
bour. - Indeed,  the  ladies  make  no  fe- 

cret  of  it — -they  now  can  fubmit  to  thofe 
examinations  on  the  morning  of  an  af- 
fembly,  tell  their  company  of  it  at  dinner, 
and  go  to  a  tavern  to  .fupper  ! 

And  now,  Mr.  Printer,  allow  me  to 
take  my  leave  of  you>  and  the  public  on 
this  theme. — The  unprejudiced  will  be 
convinced— at  leaft  it  was  this  flattering, 
this  moft  pleafing  hope,  that  Simulated 
me  to  write  on  this  fubject. — I  can  have  no 
finifter  views — the  conduit  of  the  world 
will  not  interfere  with  my  happinefs  —  for 
I  never  will  marry  any  woman,  unlefs  I 
knowherfentimentscorrefpond  with  mine. 
The  public  are  now  in'  poflefiion  of  all 
I  can  think  on  the  fubjedt  —The  good 
fenfe  of  the  people  of  England  will  decide 

how  far  my  hints  may  conduce  to  their  do- 

mcftic 
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meftic  happinefs. — I  leave  to  other  pen{  to 
proceed  on  it,  in  anfiwer  to  any  writer  who 
may  enter  the  lifts  againft  me.  Whoever 
withes  to  know  my  fentiments  may  re¬ 
view  thefe  three  letters.  I  ihould  be  an 
hypocrite,  if  I  attempted  to  conceal,  that, 
as  I  took  up  my  pen  for  the  benefit  of  the 
community,  fo  I  fhall  be  mofi  highly  grati¬ 
fied,  if  I  hereafter  find  my  time  has  been 
been  employed  to  purpofe,  in  opening  the 
eyes  of  the  thoughtlefs,  informing  the  igno¬ 
rant,  and  warning  the  virtuous.  I  defpair 
of  fhaming  the  immodeft ! 

I 

While  I  live,  I  fhall  think  no  woman 
JMODE6T  who  employs 

A  MAN-MIDWIFE, 


APP  E  Nt 


G 


[  5§  ] 

✓  . 

A  P  P  E  N  D  I  X. 

A  S  I  do  not  with  to  bewilder  the 
JL  JL  Judgments  of  my  Readers,  but  to 
convince  their  Underftandings, — and  as 
I  have,  throughout  my  Letters,  laid  fo 
much  Weight  on  the  Dangers  which  at¬ 
tend  hurrying  the  Labours  of  W omen,  I 
cannot  difmifs  this  Pamphlet  into  the 
World  without  endeavouring  clearly  to  de- 
monjlrate  the  Utility  of  allowing' Nature 
to  adhere  ftridlly  to  her  own  Period  for  ac- 
complifning  the  Birth. 

.Men,  who  have  not  been  acenftomed  to 
thinking but  whofe  Lives  have  been 
fpent  in  the  various  Occupations,  or  dif- 
fipated  Pleasures  of  the  World,  by  having 
been  habituated  daily  to  view  the  com¬ 
mon  round  which  Providence  takes  in  the 
natural  Events  of  Life,  never  felt  their 
Wonder  and  Admiration  excited  by  con- 
fidering  them  in  the  Manner  which  is  in¬ 
cumbent  on  reafonable,  intelligent  Beings. 

Thofe, 
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Th'ofe,  on  the  other  Hand,  whofe  oriljf '' 
real  Enjoyments  proceed  from  a  delight¬ 
ful  Indulgement  of  the  Soul  in  Contem¬ 
plations  on  the  aftonifhing  Works  of  God* 
diveft  themfelyes  of  that  Familiarity  to 
them  which  the  hourly  Evidence  of  their 
Senfes  would  otherwife  have  obfcured— - <  - 
and  render’d  Matter  for  no  rational  Re¬ 
flection* 

Thus  we  are  blind  to  the  furprizing 
progrejjive  Change,  which  enlarges  a  new 
born  Infant,  to  the  fize  of  Manhood  !  or 
a  fmall  Seed,  to  a  large  Tree  !- — If  an  In¬ 
fant,  the  day  after  its  Birth,  was  to  walk 
round  the  1  own,  in  compleat  lymmetry 
of  Perfon,  and  fix  Feet  high,  would  not 
the  Miracle  forcibly  ftrike  the  Minds  of 
the  moft  thoughtlefs  of  our  Species?— 
The  difference  is  made  only  by  Cuftom . 
Twenty  Hours,  and  Twenty  Years,  are 
exaCtly  the  fame  in  the  Sight  of  God  U- 
My  Amazement  is  excited  by  feeing  the 
Change  wrought  in  twenty  Tears ,  to  the 
full  in  as  high  a  degree,  as  the  fame  Sight , 
in  twenty  Hours,  would  raife  the  Aftonifh- 
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ment  of  an  embroidered  Maccaroni  at 
Garlifle  Hotife,  or,  of  an  infinitely  more 
rational,  efteemable  Beings  a  poor,  igno¬ 
rant  Labourer  in  the  Fields ! 

The  Work  of  Nature,  in  Labour ,  is  one 
of  it’s  moft  extraordinary  Adis !— -Untill 
the  Parts  are  in  feme  degree  prepared  by  the 
Miraculous  Change  effected  in  them  by  the 
Labour  Pains ,  the  Child  could  no  more 
enter  the  World  than  it  could  fly  into  the 
Clouds  ! — Untill  the  Parts  are  properly 
prepared,  the  Child  cannot  appear  with¬ 
out  the  moft  obvious  Danger. 

Every  Pain  has  it's  Office,— -it  lubri¬ 
cates— -it  dilates.  Where  thefe  Pains  are 
not  violent*— are  not  quick  in  their  Re¬ 
turn— but  are  lingering,  and  tedious,  they 
plainly  indicate  that  the  Woman  requires 
great  Preparation— -Nature  is  gradually ,  and 
by  the  moft  gentle  Means,  forwarding  the 
Difteijion — and  if  left  to  herjelf,  will  not 
bring  on  the  Birth  till  every  thing  is  ac¬ 
commodated  to  her  Purpo/e . 


Men 
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Men  Midwives,  feldom  wait  for  Nature’s 
Moment.  Women  are  objected  to,  be- 
caufe  they  are  tedious — Men  are  extols 

led  for  their  quicknefs.  If  Doctor - has 

two  or  three  pregnant  Ladies  waiting, 
from  whom  he  expefts  handfome  Pay¬ 
ments,  he  will  take  Merit  from  haftening 
the  Birth— and  if  any  Accident  happens 
from  his  Impatience,  hi$  Reputation  is 
too  well  eftablifh’d  to  fuffer  in  the  Eyes  of 
Mankind— and  the  Misfortune  is  attribu¬ 
ted  to  fome  of  the  common  Cafualties  at¬ 
tending  Labour,  when  it  derived  it’s 
Source  folely  from  the  Doctor’s  having 
brought  the  Child  forward,  unnaturally \ 
before  the  Parts  were  pre-difpofed,  by  a 
proper  diftenfion,  for  it’s  Reception,  and 
Paffage.  I  fear  two  Ladies  died  lately 
owing  to  this  very  Practice.  The  Parts 

O  J 

inflamed— the  Inflammation  fpread  by 
Sympathy— -the  Bowels  mortified.  If 
thefe  Ladies  had  lain-in  in  the  Country, 
and  had  employ’d  common,  plain  Wo¬ 
men,  who  pretended  to  no  Knowledge 
but  what  they  derived  from  Experience, 
it  is  a  Million  to  one  that  the  Ladies  would 
now  have  been  alive  and  well. 


The 
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The  Men-midwives  not  only  give  rife 
to  Inflammations  by  bringing  the  Child 
before  the  Woman  has  felt  half  the  man - 
ber  of  Pains  which  Nature  intended  to  pre- 
difpoje  the  Parts— but  likewise  by  their 
abominable  Dilatations.  Can  any  Practice 
be  more  repugnant  to  common  Senfe,than 
that  of  irritating  the  exquifitely  fenfitive 
nervous  Fibres  of  thofe  Parts,  by  way  of 
preparing  them  for  Diftenfion  ?  The  Men 
abfolutely  counteract  the  very  end  they  pre¬ 
tend  to  have  in  view,  by  Dilatation  !--- 
Fridiion  mud  irritate— irritation  mud  in¬ 
flame— Inflammation  mud  contract.  It 
is  no  Wonder  if  Parts  fo  nicely  conftruct- 
ed— highly  irritated  for  (perhaps)  Hours, 
fhould  inflame  after  the  Birth,  and  be  pro- 
dudtive  of  the  mod  dreadful  Confe- 
quences  !— Yet  their  Officioifnefs  recom¬ 
mends  them  to  the  Ladies ! — I  really  can¬ 
not  find  Words  to  inform  my  Readers 
of  every  Circumfiance  I  wifh  to  relate.  I 
ftart  Hints— -and  leave  them  to  purfue 
the  Subject  by  an  exertion  of  their  own 
Reaforn 


I  have 
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I  have  now  entirely  done  with  all  which 
relates  to  the  Danger  Women  and  Chil¬ 
dren  run  through  officious ,  fhameful  Im¬ 
patience,  I  have  only  to  recommend  one 
ferious  Reflection  to  thofe  Hufbands  who 
think  their  Happinefs  would  be  inter¬ 
rupted  by  detecting  any  Infidelity  in  their 
Wives.  I  beg  they  will  confider  the  Ad¬ 
vantages  they  give  Men -mid  wives,  in  al¬ 
lowing  them  fo  many  favourable  Oppor¬ 
tunities  of  extolling  the  perfonal  Charms  of 
the  Ladies,  whofe  Beauties  lie  open  to  their 
moft  curious  Refearches.  No  Men  can 
poffibly  have  fuch  critical  Opportunities  for 
engratiati ng  themfelves  with  the  Fair. 
Flattery ,  critically  applied  to  Women, 
•has  ftrange  Effects.  They  can  accompany 
their  Flattery  with  irrefftible  Perfuafives. 
The  facred  Names  of  Religion  and  Ho¬ 
nour  may  be  made  Subfervient  to  their  Pur- 
pofes.  The  more  they  are  pretended  to  be 
prized  in  their  Edimation,  the  more  they 
may  be  urged  in  proof  of  the  bewitching  Al¬ 
lurements,  and  forcible  Power  of  thofe 
hidden  Beauties,  which  have  obliterated 
every  Remonftrance  of  Virtue,  and  Rifled 

every 
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every  Check  of  Confcience.  The  poor 
Woman’s  Pity  is  excited,  when  fhe  views 
the  ftrongeft  Principles  of  her  “  dear 
Man”  overcome  by  her  Charms— fhe  can 
only  blame  b  erf  elf  for  poffefling  fucb  pro¬ 
voking  T 'emptations—l he  is  blinded  by  the 
Affiftance  of  Nature — her  own  V unity  turns 
Advocate  for  the  Doctor,  and  acquits  him 
of  Villainy  during  the  Empire  oj  PaJJion ; 
though  the  return  of  Reafon,  when  too 
late !  difcovers  the  Artifices  which  have 
accomplifh’d  her  Ruin ! 

THE  AUTHOR. 

I  hope  Doflor  Hunter  will  pardon  the 
latter  part  of  the  Reference,  at  the  bot¬ 
tom  of  my  fecond  Letter.  I  fear  I  mifre- 
prefented  him  in  attributing  Infirmities  to 
his  fhare  which  I  am  inform’d  he  never 
yet  has  experienced.  His  Abilities  are 
great— and  if  a  Man  muft  be  employ’d, 
I  think  he  may  be  called  in  with  as  much 
fafety  as  any  Man  of  his  Profeflion. 


As  this  Pamphlet  recommends  the 
employing  of  IV imen9  the  Publifhers  have 
taken  fome  Pains  to  procure  a  Lijl  of  thofe 
who  are  eminent  m  their  Profejfion—and  on 
the  bejl  information  recommend  the  follow¬ 
ing  Midwives  to  thofe  Ladies  who  have  too 
much  Modefy  to  employ  Men — and  who  art 
convinced  by  the  preceding  Pages  that  the 
Men  are  not  fo  fafe  as  JVomen « 


Mrs.  Nihell 
Mrs.  Brooke 
Mrs*  Stephens 
Mrs.  Lee 

Mrs,  Harris 

Mrs.  Reynard 
Mrs.  Forreft 
Mrs.  Smith 
Mrs.  Page 
Mrs.  Phillips 
Mrs.  Andrews 


Hay  Market 

iCrofs  Key  Court ,  Little 
Britain 

1  Mould  Makers  Row,  St* 
3  Martin's  Le  Grand 

|  Bartholomew  Clofe 
Cow  Lane ,  Snow -Hill 


Garlick  Hill 
Bujh  Lane  9Cannon  Street 
Mrs.  Longbottom  Near  Guy  s  Hofpital 
Mrs.  Richardfon  Wefminfer 


Ratcliff  Row ,  Old  Street 
Bunhill  Row9  Ditto 
7  Somerfet  Street 9  White - 
3  Chapel 

Swallow  Sir*  Golden  Sq. 

,  ,  T  ,  i  Amen-Corner ,  Paternofter 
Mrs. Lyttelton,  J 


Mrs.  Souden 
Mrs.  Hall 
Mrs.  Barnet 
Mrs.  Larkin 
Mrs.  Blunt 


F  I  Nv  I  S. 


i> -f 


>  t 
%  \ 


iV 


*7  \  ‘ 


V  *  .  •  .,  -  *■  *>  ' ;  f  **  r  •  *  *  * 

^  Vv  i  “C  ^ 1  •'  '  -*  ^ 


•  \  v  y  ...  rf 
.  i\V/  v  --  i 


,T\ 


r  *  '  x  \  ''T 

V".-  ' '  '  '  •  . ,  .  \  ■  1  V 

v  j 


\  {  %.y 


%>•-*»  V«J  •»  v 


..  J 


V  ■ '■.-  \ ' •  \  j>  •  vvV  '.  ■ 

v  V.  V- 


■; ;  V 


-■t\  ’ 

»;■  r>V*i  ’  ^  V  •  i  A  ' 

•*-  „  .  ,i  ■,  vy  »  - 


ts 


,  \  *  -i  W  .  X  *  » 


,  T Vv'i'.VA'.'.V  j V.v' 
V* 


*  r\  „  \ 


.  V  'M  V  •  V 


f.  V  o  '•■  -  »>■  r  t  *  '."  "  ■ 

A  •.:  *  -4  -  *-  »'  ^  -■*  Cv-  •  ■• 


'N  a  , 


r  *-\  r 

-.  •  i  “  •  •.  \\fi 


.  V 


p.  ;  *  '  •  ■  :,\  \  0 

Vi  w  -  j  -  w  j-  ■  -  -  -  »  — •  ,  •  ’  * 

>.  mJi  A 


v\a  oV*  '.x-.— ' 


** 


.  v  ; .  Wb  C.  ; 

T 


'•  f 


f.  r  -  -  * 

.  i.l  . 


«£x  Xvi\  ;^y\\ 


Cs  f 


\  \ 


r.  ^  « 


si  1 .  ■*  <  )  j  ji'.  i  j  »\ 


.tv v.v.  j  s '  1^,1  v\'-  V*  -  *v  u 


V.1 


T  * 

t  *  ^  l 

■vi  V\  .  «  *JL 


r  "*■•  ^  "  't 

#f'  i 

>#  - 

,v,.0  ■(  '.l  i\oO  | 


t  r  r**-' 

<1  -  •  '■  /) 

i ;  x.i/J 


*TV  JT 

o-{  l>jn 

I  j  1  *  X. 


I  O 


mTf 


.5'.  -  /I 


uv.;:;-.a 


i 


.  Ar-  -  ^ 

i>  ^  ^  v  J  v-i  i  -A-  »  — 


;  .1  .uM 


r  T  t  _  . "  T 


ti  *,£>  jvi  V;*  ^ 

\ . ^  T 


*•  -  '  '•' 


l 


,  -T  P.-T  .'T 

C  I  .  »  -  A.—  >c  .x.« 


_  ■>  t  T  ,  rT 

1  .  .J  S.-  ^iM-v  — 


r 

; 

c 


r .. 


.  -7 


bn? 


n 

^  4 


,Cji<- 

,T 


r,  r 

X  ^  JL  •  u  1 1. 1 


v> 


\s  ■.  ,  .  At"/ 

,  ,  '  ..J  ;  »’'W*  C 

\v,t  r 

hUI  i. 


:  r\ 

..  •  .  V  J 


S' 


V  -V>  n..T.,T 

Jl»yi  J  »0  4  A  I  1 


/ 


v7  >  i 


T  -7 

i  «* 


>*  i 


?  "  ■  i  V  •  i 

▲ 

. .  ..  k  A 


iS  /  i  v./ 

r  \  T 

^  ,  .,  • .  V  ,v  k\  .lv  ^  4  •  •  ••  ••  *•  '  *»  • 

v,  '  *  .V'\  i.,nV  '  frr'.V  •  "  \ 

\  1  1  v-  v  *  <  \  ii  j  »  —  Ia*  >y  J  /\  >  a- 

*m  *  *  A  •  •*•  « 


:iV 

4  X  /x 


(  /  .  -  *  A.  A. 

T 


,  i  iU 

..  T  >7 


\  l 


;  j 

«JL  *  i, 


'  •• 

* *  V.  -J 


ss  :y'\  ' 

‘  /  L  -•  i  •'• 


i.v.-vv.  . 

f  r  r  r 


.  V.  -V 


>  r 

y  ) 

•  i 

c 


L„ 

‘l;it 1 


♦*>s 


'  ■*  •  »••  *  •  y  -  *i<r*  " 


k » 


i 


>e** 


